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POLI 391 - American Politics Seminar, Fall 2016 
Xavier University 
MWF 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm 
 
 
Instructor: Mack Mariani, Associate Professor 
E-mail: marianim@xavier.edu                                     
Office: 710 Schott Hall 
Cell: (513) 508-6849     
 
Course Description 
 
This seminar is for students interested in pursuing research in the field of American politics, 
including (but not limited to) political parties, campaigns and elections, women and politics, and 
legislative behavior.  The goal of this course is to acquaint students with methods of inquiry in 
social science and prepare them to engage in high-level scholarly research.   
 
Over the course of the semester, students will develop a research question on an important subject 
in American politics, review the relevant literature, and complete a research design and analysis that 
contributes to the existing body of scientific knowledge on the topic they have selected. Research 
proposals on subjects at all levels of American government (local, state and national) are 
encouraged.  After taking this course, students will be able to: 
 
• clearly explain major theories in American politics discussed in their own research as well as 
the research of their peers; 
• critically evaluate competing explanations (theories) of political phenomenon;  
• generate well-developed political arguments backed by evidence from books, journals, and 
secondary sources.  
• interrogate assumptions underlying claims about political phenomena; 
• understand key concepts, frameworks and methods used in the design of political science 
research. 
 
Office Hours and Contact Information 
 
My office is located at Schott #710.  I am available for office hours by appointment on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays (generally from 9 –11 and 2– 4, depending on my schedule).  I am also 
available by appointment at other times.  Contact me by e-mail (marianim@xavier.edu) or cell 
phone (513-508-6849) if you want to schedule a time to meet.  If you text me, please be sure to 
include your name at the end of the text.  Please do not send me important or time-sensitive 
messages on Canvas.  Instead, send them to my Xavier e-mail at marianim@xavier.edu. 
 
Required Books 
 
Lisa A. Baglione.  2011.  Writing a Research Paper in Political Science, 3rd Edition (Kindle 
Edition or Hard Copy is fine).  Washington, DC: CQ Press College. 
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Canvas Course Management System 
 
Course materials, including online readings, the syllabus, assignments and video lectures, will be 
accessible through the Canvas course management system.    
 
Grade Distribution and Grading Policies 
 
Your final score in the class will be based on your performance on the following 
assignments/requirements:  
 
15%  Assignments  
15% Proposal 
30%    Stage One Paper 
30% Stage Two Paper 
10% Powerpoint Video Presentation     
  
Grades will be based on the following scale:  
 
A  95.0-100% 
A-  92.0-94.9% 
B+  89.0-91.9% 
B  85.0-88.9% 
B-  82.0-84.9% 
 
C+  79.0-81.9% 
C  75.0-78.9% 
C-  72.0-74.9% 
D  60.0-68.9% 
F  <60
 
Late Papers and Assignments – Papers and assignments will generally be due prior to the start of 
class.  Late papers that are submitted prior to the next scheduled class will receive a one-letter 
grade penalty. Late papers and assignments received after that point will receive a two-letter grade 
penalty.  
 
Participation – Students are expected to attend class, stay current with course readings, and actively 
participate in class discussions.   If you are frequently unprepared for class or have more than four 
(4) unexcused absences, you may receive a participation penalty of one full letter grade.  
 
Overview of Papers and Assignments 
 
Assignments 
Over the course of the semester, you will be asked to complete a number of assignments.  The goal 
of the assignments is to keep you on track, ensuring that you have a strong understanding of the 
literature and that you are applying the lessons you have learned to improve the clarity and 
organization of your paper.  It is critically important that you complete the assignments on time so 
that you do not fall behind.  In total, the assignments make up 15% of your final grade. 
  
Proposal 
Each student is required to submit a 4-page research proposal that describes your topic and your 
proposed research plan.  It should discuss theoretical concerns and describe the relationship you 
believe exists, offer hypotheses, and describe how you plan to test those hypotheses.  This statement 
must be accompanied by an annotated bibliography covering a total of 30 journal articles or 
academic books related to your research topic.  This assignment is worth 15% of your course grade.  
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Stage 1: Introduction and Literature Review 
A 10-page paper that introduces your research question, articulates the importance of the research, 
and describes where this research fits within the broader range of scholarship on this subject.  This 
first draft should include an introduction, a literature review, and a summary of the main research 
question.  Your review of the literature should be based on at least 25-30 journal articles or 
scholarly books directly related to your subject.  Important non-scholarly (newspaper, other) 
sources should be in addition to the 25-30 scholarly sources.  This should not be a semi-finished 
product (bullets, unfinished sections, etc); rather, it should be able to stand on its own as an 
independent paper.   Stage 1 must include a title page, abstract and works cited page.  This 
assignment is worth 30% of your final grade. 
  
Stage 2: Research Design 
A 15- to 16-page paper that builds off your introduction by laying out your research design, which 
should include a description of your sample, a review of your key variables and measures, the 
articulation of clear and testable hypotheses, and some consideration of how your design builds 
upon or improves upon previous research. You do not need to show/analyze results here but you 
must discuss how you will test your research question and offer some hypotheses as to what you 
expect to find.  This should not be a semi-finished product (bullets, unfinished sections, etc); rather, 
it should be able to stand on its own as an independent paper.  Stage 2 must include a title page, 
abstract and works cited page.  This assignment is worth 30% of your final grade. 
 
Final Powerpoint Video Project 
During the final week of the course, students will prepare a 10-minute powerpoint video 
presentation describing their research design. The powerpoint should cover all the major sections of 
the research design.  This project is worth 10% of your final grade.  
 
iversity Policies 
 
Academic Honesty Policy - The pursuit of truth demands high standards of personal honesty. Academic and 
professional life requires a trust based upon integrity of the written and spoken word. Accordingly, violations 
of certain standards of ethical behavior will not be tolerated at Xavier University. These include theft, 
cheating, plagiarism, unauthorized assistance in assignments and tests, unauthorized copying of computer 
software, the falsification of results and material submitted in reports or admission and registration 
documents, and the falsification of any academic record including letters of recommendation. All work 
submitted for academic evaluation must be the student's own. Certainly, the activities of other scholars will 
influence all students. However, the direct and unattributed use of another's efforts is prohibited, as is the use 
of any work untruthfully submitted as one's own.  
 
Copyright Policy - Copyright laws and fair use policies protect the rights of those who have produced the 
material. To help you familiarize yourself with copyright and fair use policies, the University encourages 
you to visit the library copyright Web page and download the following for reference purposes: 
http://www.xavier.edu/library/copyright/copyright_policy_2009.pdf / . Xavier University, Canvas & 
Blackboard course sites contain copyrights held by the instructor, other individuals or institutions. Such 
material is used for educational purposes in accord with copyright law and/or with permission given by the 
owners of the original material.  You may download one copy of the materials on any single computer for 
non-commercial, personal, or educational purposes only, provided that you (1) do not modify it, (2) use it 
only for the duration of this course, and (3) include both this notice and any copyright notice originally 
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included with the material.   Beyond this use, no material from the course web site may be copied, 
reproduced, re-published, uploaded, posted, transmitted, or distributed in any way without the permission of 
the original copyright holder.  The instructor assumes no responsibility for individuals who improperly use 
copyrighted material placed on the web site. 
  
Academic Support 
 
Students with Disabilities – Students in need of accommodation based on the impact of a documented 
disability should notify the course instructor and contact Cassandra Jones in the Learning Assistance Center 
at 513-745-3280 or e-mail jonesc20@xavier.edu to coordinate reasonable accommodations. 
 
Learning Assistance Center - The Learning Assistance Center (LAC) provides support services to facilitate 
learning.  The LAC has two main purposes:  tutoring and disability services.  The tutoring services include 
subject specific tutoring, drop-in sessions, study skills assistance, and Supplemental Instruction (SI). For 
students with documented disabilities, services include accommodations such as extended time on exams, 
reduced distraction testing environment, note-taking assistance, and assistive technology.  Services are 
provided in a positive and encouraging environment, which promotes appreciation for diversity and cura 
personalis.  The LAC is located in the Conaton Learning Commons room 514. The web address 
is: http://www.xavier.edu/lac/ . 
 
Writing Center - The Writing Center offers free one-on-one tutoring on writing assignments for all Xavier 
students.  The Writing Center is located in the Conaton Learning Commons room 400.  
http://www.xavier.edu/writingcenter/ 
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Reading and Assignment Calendar  
	  
Date Class Description Reading Assignment 
Mon. 8/22 Course  Introduction   
Wed.  8/24 Work on Citations Project 
 
Read: Baglione, Chapter 2 
(Getting Started: Finding a 
Research Question) 
20 citations assignment 
Fri. 8/26 Draft Annotated 
Bibliography 
 
Baglione, Chapter 3 (The 
Annotated Bibliography) 
*Topic Paragraph 
Mon. 8/29 Work on Annotated 
Bibliographies in Class 
 Bibliography #1 (10) 
Wed. 8/31 Annotated Bibliographies   
Fri. 9/2 Annotated Bibliographies Baglione, Chapter 4 (Writing 
the Literature Review) 
 
Mon. 9/5 Labor Day (No Class)   
Wed. 9/7 Map the Literature Matt House, “World War II 
Service and Partisanship: A 
Quantitative Analysis.” (Just 
look at his literature map) 
Bibliography #2 (10) 
Fri. 9/9 Annotated Bibliographies  Literature Map Due   
Mon. 9/12 Discuss Variables Baglione, Chapter 5 (The 
Thesis, Model and 
Hypothesis) 
Bibliography #3 (10) 
Wed. 9/14 Work on Purpose 
Statement 
Creswell, Research Design, 
Chapter 6 (The Purpose 
Statement)  
*Independent and 
Dependent Variable 
Assignment 
Fri. 9/16 Work on Proposal  Purpose Statement Due 
Mon. 9/19 Small Group #1   
Wed. 9/21 Small Group #2    
Fri. 9/23 Small Group #3  * Proposal Due 
Mon. 9/26 Work on Drafts, 
particularly Title and 
Introduction 
Baglione, Chapter 9 
(Conclusion, Introduction, 
Title) 
Bibliography #4 (10) 
 
Wed. 9/28 APSA Style Exercise APSA Style Guide  
Fri. 9/30 Work on Drafts  APSA Format Exercise 
Due 
Mon. 10/3 Work on Drafts  Outline Due 
Wed. 10/5 Reverse Outline   
Fri. 10/7 Fall Break (No Class)   
Mon.  10/10 Small Group #1   
Wed. 10/12 Small Group #2  Stage 1 Draft Due 
Fri. 10/14 Small Group #3   
Mon. 10/17 Work on Stage 1  Bibliography #5 (5) 
Wed. 10/19 Work on Stage 1   
Fri. 10/21 Work on Stage 1   
Mon. 10/24 Editing Each Other’s  *Stage 1 Due 
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Work 
Wed. 10/26 Editing Each Other’s 
Work 
Baglione, Chapter 6 
(Revising and Editing your 
Work) 
 
Fri. 10/28 Work on Reverse Outline Read the Links on the 
Reverse Outline Assignment 
 
Mon. 10/31 Basics of Research Design 
1 
Baglione, Chapter 7 
(Research Design) 
Reverse Outline Due 
Wed. 11/2 Basics of Research Design 
2 
Van Evera, Chapter 
1:  Hypotheses, Laws & 
Theories 
 
Fri. 11/4 Work on Identify 
Variables Assignment 
Variable Types, Indiana 
University. 
 
Mon. 11/7 Small Group  #1  *Identify Variables 
Assignment Due 
Wed. 11/9 Small Group #2   
Fri. 11/11 No Class (Conference)   
Mon. 11/14 Working on Research 
Designs 
 Stage 1 Revisions Due 
Wed. 11/16 Working on Research 
Designs 
  
Fri.11/18 Working on Research 
Designs 
  
Mon. 11/21 Discuss Stage 2 Drafts  Stage 2 Draft Due by 
Midnight 
Wed. 11/23 Thanksgiving Break (No 
Class) 
  
Fri. 11/25 Thanksgiving Break (No 
Class) 
  
Mon. 11/28 Small Group  #1   
Wed. 11/30 Small Group #2   
Fri. 12/2 Small Group #3  Abstract Due 
Mon. 12/5 Work on Presentations  Stage 2 Paper Due 
Wed. 12/7 Work on Presentations   
Fri. 12/9 Work on Presentations  Powerpoint w/ Audio Due 
by 5pm 
 
*** 
